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honour of their women against any kidnapper who chooses
to take away their women. And all this advice and my
previous practice I hold to be not only consistent with my
profession of the religion of ahimsa out and out, but a
direct result of it. To state that noble doctrine is simple
enough; to know it and to practise it in the midst of a
world full of strife, turmoil and passions, is a task whose
difficulty I realize more and more day by day. And yet
the conviction too that without it life is not worth living
is growing daily deeper.
Young India, 5-ll-'25
No doubt it was a mixed motive that prompted me to
participate in war. Two things I can recall. Though as
an individual I was opposed to war, I had no status for
offering effective non-violent resistance. Non-violent re-
sistance can only follow some real disinterested service,
some heart-expression of love. For instance, I would have
no status to resist a savage offering animal sacrifice until
he could recognize in me his friend through some loving
act of mine or other means. I do not sit in judgment
upon the world for its many misdeeds. Being imperfect
myself and needing toleration and charity, I tolerate the
world's imperfections till I find or create an opportunity
for fruitful expostulation. I felt that, if by sufficient ser-
vice I could attain the power and the confidence to resist
the Empire's wars and its warlike preparations, it would
be a good thing for me, who was seeking to enforce non-
violence in my own life, to test the extent to which it was
possible among the masses.
The other motive was to qualify for Swaraj through
the good offices of the statesmen of the Empire. I could not
thus qualify myself except through serving the Empire
in its life and death struggle. It must be understood that
I am writing of my mentality in 1914 when I was a believ-
er in the Empire and its willing ability to help India in